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Number of PET bottles To make
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Courtesy of National Association for Plastic Container Recovery (NAPCOR)

PET plastic bottles are collected
at recycling centers and shipped

toa processmF plant in

compacted bales about 3x4x5

feet and we(thlng approximately

1,000 pounds.

N Paper and other impurities
are blown out of the flake %

mixture by air jets.

A two-step separation
rocess isolates PET flake
rom remaining impurities.
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@ Flakes then are melted to the
Bottles are fed into a granulator that grinds consistency of honey and forced
them into 3/8 - inch chips called "flake." 0 tl;’mutgthtt)'I‘stthat crﬁ‘te fibers
Flake contains chips of: The flake mixture is vigorousl anout the thickness of iuman
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. Pl.astic 13 aﬁ important recyélable métevrlal,v just Il.ké .gl.ass‘, alhminum and paper. Here’é how one system turns
bottles made of polyethylene terephthalate (PET) plastic into polyester carpet fibers.
Carpet is only one of many end-use applications for recycled PET.

Courtesy of National Association for Plastic Container Recovery (NAPCOR)



